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I. Basis of the report 

^ ‘t'® international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "oriainaliv filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 17)): 



Description, Pages 
1-26 

Claims, Numbers 



as originally filed 



3, 5-12, 14-18, 20, 21, 24-26, as originally filed 
28-31 



1.2, 4,13,19, 22,23.27 

Drawings, Sheets 
1/4-4/4 



received on 1 7.1 1 .2004 with letter of 1 5.1 1 .2004 



as originally filed 



2. With regard to the language, all the elemerts marked above were available or furnished to this Authoritv in tha 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. ^ 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

° RS^S.2®lnd2rV5S)®'®*‘°" furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 

nucleotide an^r amino acid sequence disclosed In the international application the 
international preliminary examination was earned out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

contained in the international application in written form, 
filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

° subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 

in the internabonal application as filed has been furnished ^ ueyona me aisciosure 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

the claims. Nos.: 

the drawings, sheets: 
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□ 
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5. CD This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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Re Item I 

Basis of the opinion 



The application as filed, with amended claims 1, 2, 4, 13. 19, 22, 23 and 27, received on 
17 november 2004. 

Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Introduction 

1.1 The present application does not meet the requirements of Article 33(2) PCT, 
because claims 1-5, 7-9, 12-28, 30, and 31 are not new as explained in section 2. 

1 .2 The present application does further not meet the requirements of Article 33(3) PCT 
because the subject-matter of claims 6. 10. 1 1 , and 29 does not Involve an inventive step’ 
as further explained in section 3. 

1 .3 The following document (D1 ) Is referred to in this communication; the numbering will 
be adhered to in the rest of the procedure: 

D1: WO-A-0028776 

2. Claims are not new 

2.1 The document D1 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this 
document): 

a method of controlling at least one transmitter and at least one receiver in a 

communication system (see the abstract, first three lines; see also page 1, lines 15- 
16) 

a signal comprising a message frame, containing a message part indicative of the time 
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of transmission for a later signal, said message part forming part of said message 
frame, whereby said at least one receiver registers said message part indicative of 
the time of transmission for a later signal (see page 4, line 14-18; see claim 2; see 
also figure 2, drawing 21 , the frame "S”) 

whereby a transition of said at least one transmitter and/or one receiver from and/or into 
a power saving state is facilitated (see page 4, lines 1-3) 

The subject-matter of the independent method claim 1 is therefore not new in the sense of 
Article 33(2) PCT. 

2.3 The document D1 also discloses (the references in parentheses again applying to 
this document): 

communications system comprising at least one transmitter and at least one receiver 
(see page 1 , lines 15-16; see also figure 1) 

a message part indicative of the time of transmission for a later signal, wherein said at 
least one receiver comprises control means to perform a time control in dependence 
on said message part indicative of the time of transmission for a later signal (see 
page 4, line 14-18; see claim 2; see figure 2, drawing 21 , the frame "S") 

wherein said system comprises means for facilitating a transition of said at least one 
transmitter and/or one receiver from and into a power saving state in dependence on 
said message part indicative of the time of transmission for a later signal (see page 4, 
lines 1-3; see also page 4, lines 14-25) 

The subject-matter of the independent system claim 22 is therefore also not new in the 
sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 

2.4 Consequently, the independent claim 31 directed to the "use" of the subject- matter 
of the independent claims 1 and 22, Is therefore also not new in the sense of Article 33(2) 
PCT. 

2.5 Furthermore, the document D1 discloses (the references in parentheses again 
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applying to this document): 

a message part indicative of the time of transmission for a later signal, related to the 
time of transmission for a following dataframe to be transmitted to said receiver (see 
figure 2, where "S" is the message part, and "N“ forms the time window in which the 
actual data transfer takes place; see also the last two lines of the abstract) 

a message part indicative of the time of transmission related to the period of time 
following the signal in question (see figure 2, where "N" follows ”S") 

a message part indicative of the time of transmission related to a point of time relating to 
a timing reference established at each node or at least at one of the nodes involved 
(see figure 2, where "S" forms the sync anchor) 

Therefore, the subject-matter of the dependent claims 2-4 Is therefore not new in the 
sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 

2.6 Dependent method claims 5, 7-9, 12-21 and dependent system claims 22-28 and 30 
do not appear to contain any additional features which, in combination with the features of 
any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT with respect to novelty, 
the reasons being as follows: 

The document D1 discloses a transmitter that knows two modes: a transmitting rriode 
and a non-transmitting mode (see figure 2). The non-transmitting mode can be 
associated with the power-saving mode as defined in the application. Similarly, D1 
discloses a receiver that knows two modes: a receiving mode and a non-receiving 
mode (see figure 2). 

Furthermore, document D1 discloses a battery-powered receiver that is only activated 
when reception is expected (see the abstract, lines 2 and 3). 

Finally, a resynchronisation mode Is defined, that is used to reestablish synchronisation 
In case the synchronisation between transmitter and receiver has been lost (see pace 
4, lines 27-34). 
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3. Claims are not inventive 

3. 1 The subject-matter of dependent method claims 6. 1 0 and 1 1 , and of dependent 
system claim 29, differs from the subject-matter disclosed by D1 in that a confirmation and 
retransmission scheme is provided. 

The problem to be solved by the features of the claims mentioned may therefore be seen 
as finding a method to increase the transmission robustness in a packet based 
transmission system. 

3.3 The feature "confirmation and retransmission" Is considered to be an 
acknowledgement scheme, well known from the prior art and used previously In a number 
of communication schemes, for example satellite and mobile networks. A well known 
example is the TCP protocol that employs a similar scheme, where acknowledgements are 
sent to the source of a packet to indicate positive reception. If the acknowledgement is not 
received after some time, then the source again transmits the same packet. As such, the 
inclusion of such a scheme in the subject-matter as described in document D1 would 

therefore be an obvious design possibility for the person skilled in the art in order to solve 
the problem posed. 

As such, the subject-matter of claims 6, 10, 11, and 29 does not involve an inventive step 
in the sense of Article 33(3) PCT. 
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